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Flight Medicine:
Touching Lives…

Touching the Face of God...
Sean Smith 

RN, BSN, NR-P

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Faculty / Moderator:
NO CONFLICTS

Sean G. Smith, BSN
Flight RN-Paramedic  
CNPT, FP-C, TP-C, CCRN-K, CCRN (CMC), CFRN, CEN, CPEN, etc
(lab rat, bouncer, nuclear engineering student, super secret 
squirrel, lab rat…ICU/Flight/ED/ Ebola/ Humanitarian 
Missions…..)  20 years Aircrew: Military, NASA (PRN), Civilian

criticalcareprofessionals@gmail.com

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

The Emergency Medical Response 
Special Interest Group of WADEM
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Change As Needed
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Change As Needed
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Remote Rescue
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TransContinental 
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REASONS TO FLY

Specialty Care

Resource Limited 
Areas

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Specialty Teams / Mission Profiles

Neonatal / Pediatric

Search and Rescue

High Risk OB

Medically Fragile: ECMO, etc

Etc…These are just a few examples of 
some of the specially evolved roles

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Resource Limited Areas
Military Forward Operations

CSAR, Guard, etc
Moving Patients From Battlefield to Civ-Land

Rural/Remote (SW USA / RFDS)
Helping Patients Access Specialty Care

(CFOH, etc)

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Individual Roles

Often Determined By Team/Mission 
Profile

Pilots:  (SPIFR, TPIFR, FW, RW)
Paramedics
Nurses
Respiratory Therapists
Physicians
Nurse Practitioners (e.g: Neonatal)

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Individual Roles

Often Determined By Team/Mission Profile

Unless Remote: 
 

THEN , Often
We MUST Be Generalists! 

(Manning Issues)

RFDS (Midwifery, etc)
Rural America

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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The Right Stuff:
What Does It Take To Fly?

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

Military: 500 Hours AirCrew Training, etc
Several Years Experience In: 
Critical-Care, 
Emergency Medicine, 
And/Or  
Specialty Practice (NICU, HROB, 
Wilderness, etc)

Many Certifications, both Medical and 
Trauma
Board Certification, either as a Generalist 
and/or Specialty
RW: Weight
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The Right Stuff:
What Does It Take To Fly?

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

Attitude = Altitude!  

1. Proactive not Reactive… Ahead of the 
Aircraft..Ahead of the Patient! 

2. Team Player is a MUST… No Room for 
Personality Conflicts either at altitude or with 
critically ill, medically fragile patients! 

Air Crew Coordination:  Medical Crew Eyes for 
Pilot, Likewise Pilot helps coordinate patient care 
(flight profile, pax, etc…
Three to Go, One to Say No! (Weather Briefings, 
etc) 
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The Right Stuff:
Follow On Training

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

• Air Crew Coordination
• Air Frame Specific
• EPs: Emergency Procedures
• Wilderness Survival 
• Water Egress
• Water Survival
• Hoist operations
• Etc
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The Right Stuff:
Follow On Training
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The Right Stuff:
Follow On Training

Maintaining Certifications/Skills

Low Volume High Technical
Maintaining Proficiency 

(Daily Intubations, ICU/OR Rotations)
Refresher Training

(Survival, etc.)

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Common Misconceptions

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

1. We are NOT: ”Heroes”, ”Angels”, ”Top 
Guns” etc!

2. We do NOT Race against Time, Death, The 
Grim Reaper, etc! 
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Common Misconceptions

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please 
Credit. 

We are NOT: ”Heroes”, ”Angels”, ”Top Guns” 
etc!

Utterly NO place for Arrogance or Hero 
Worship!

We are ALL standing on the shoulders of 
giants and work together as a team for our 
patients and our profession… PLEASE don’t 
call us heroes… OR think that you are going to 
be a hero if you fly! 

Learning /Process Improvement NEVER End! 
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CONCERN Network
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Common Misconceptions

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

We do NOT Race against Time, Death, The 
Grim Reaper, etc! 

FAILING TO PLAN IS…PLANNING TO FAIL! 

SLOW IS SMOOTH
SMOOTH IS FAST

AHEAD OF THE AIRCRAFT
AHEAD OF THE PATIENT

PLAN FOR BOTH
ANTICIPATE WHAT CAN GO WRONG 
MIDFLIGHT…Backups to the Backups! 
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Sobering Thoughts:

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 
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Additional Thoughts:

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

Stressors of Flight

Self Care

Work Life Balance

PTSD
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Future Directions:

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

• ECMO to Go etc. (Smaller Equipment)
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Future Directions:
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Future Directions:

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

• VTOL Aircraft (Proving Igor WRONG!)
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Future Directions:

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

• Pilotless Aircraft (Battlefield/Beyond)

• Humanitarian / Charity (Remote 
Access, especially Trauma.)
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Change As Needed

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please 
Credit. 
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High Flight

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth,
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds, --and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of --Wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there
I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air...
Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark or even eagle flew --
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

John Gillespie Magee, Jr
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Questions, Comments, Concerns?????

criticalcareprofessionals@gmail.com

All Rights Reserved,  Sean G. Smith.  Please Credit. 

Thank You….  Thank You Very 
Much….!

The Emergency Medical Response 
Special Interest Group of WADEM

mailto:criticalcareprofessionals@gmail.com

