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Types of Disasters 
(U.S. Context)

•Natural*: Hurricanes, Wildfires, 
Flooding, Earthquakes

•Man-Made: Mass shootings, 
Chemical spills, Cyberattacks

•Public Health Emergencies: 
COVID-19, Ebola, Influenza

•U.S. disaster frequency 
necessitates robust nursing 
response



Why Disaster Nursing Matters Now More than Ever

Map of disasters around the world

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=6092a2d378404d6faab09b44a85f0aa2


Emergency Declarations and 
Infrastructure

U.S. UTILIZES FEDERAL 
DECLARATIONS TO ACTIVATE 

RESOURCES

COORDINATION THROUGH 
LOCAL, STATE, FEMA, CDC 

EMPHASIS ON SCALABILITY AND 
CROSS-JURISDICTION 

COLLABORATION

4
Disasters and Other Declarations | FEMA.gov

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/declarations


East Meets West-Cross Cultural Lessons
Element U.S. Global South / Asia / MENA

Triage Tools START, 
JumpSTART

WHO EMT guidelines

Community 
Engagement

CERT, local drills Village elders, religious 
leaders

PPE Distribution FEMA Logistics NGO-led supply chains



Modern Threats 
to Public Health
• Mass shootings: Triage, trauma 

care, psychological fallout
• Chemical spills: Immediate and 

long-term toxic exposures

https://www.massshootingtracker.site/

https://www.massshootingtracker.site/


Health Effects of Wildfires
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Live Cyber Threat Map | Radware

https://livethreatmap.radware.com/


Flooding
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The Invisible Wounds
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Exposure isn’t Always Healthy



Infectious 
Diseases
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Travel Animals Contaminated 

Food
Surgerieshttps://www.cdc.go

v/outbreaks/index.
html

https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html
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Cultural Reflections 
through Film
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1984

The Railway Men 
1984
•Bhopal Chemical 
Plant Leak

•“Worst Industrial 
Accident in History”

2004

The Impossible 
2004
•Tsunami
•Southeast Asia

2011

The Days 2011
•Fukushima Nuclear 
Power Plant

•EarthquakeàTsunami

2021

Four Hours at the 
Capitol 2021
•January 6 Riot
•Washington, DC

2023

Sound of Freedom 
2023
•Sex Trafficking
•Columbia



Global Takeaways for Disaster 
Nurses
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CULTURAL COMPETENCE IS 
AS IMPORTANT AS CLINICAL 

SKILL

PSYCHOLOGICAL FIRST AID 
SHOULD BE INTEGRATED 

INTO ALL RESPONSES

DISASTER NURSES ARE 
BRIDGES BETWEEN 

SYSTEMS, COMMUNITIES, 
AND HOPE



Final Reflection
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Links

Live Cyber Threat Map | Radware

https://www.massshootingtracker.site/

https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html

Movies:
The Railway Men
The Days
Sound of Freedom
Four Hours at the Capitol
The Impossible

https://livethreatmap.radware.com/
https://www.massshootingtracker.site/
https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html

