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INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY 
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The start of the 1909 300-Mile Wheeler-Schebler Trophy Race
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INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY  (IMS)

559 acres

2.5mi oval
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Home to the INDY 500



INDIANA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

What is the INDY 500?

• 500 mile race

• 200 laps

• ~ 230 mph

• 1 day 

• 109 years
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  0.45 mi   

 0.9 mi



INDIANA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

How crowded does it get?
2nd largest city in  Indiana>300,000 people
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MASS GATHERING GOALS
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Provision of on-site event medical care

• Rapid access to patient

• Triage

• Stabilization

• Avoidance of needless delay in transport

• On-site treatment of minor illness/injury

Preservation of functionality of local EMS
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Guests
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Overflow
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- 9 EM Attendings

- 14 EM RNs

- PT

- 6-8 EM residents

- Trauma surgeon

- Orthopedics

- Neurosurgeon

- Optometrist



INDIANA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Snakepit
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~4.5 acres
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Snakepit Ground zero
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Preparing for the worst
Resources available
• SEAR 2

Emergency action plan
• Comprehensive yet comprehensible

Relationships and communication
• More than 40 agencies infield

Planning and rehearsing
• Begins in advance
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Response

• MCI plan

• Minimize burden to local 
service

• Communication
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED



INDIANA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

RESIDENCY ELECTIVE IU Department of Emergency Medicine, EMS Division 
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MOTORSPORTS MEDICINE FELLOWSHIP
IU Department of Emergency Medicine, EMS Division 
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jvaizer@iu.edu
@IUSMMotorsports
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